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   Have faith in the good intentions of 
students- they want to work hard and do 
great work  

  Be a collaborator: you can be "on their 
side" without being their"friend”. (punitive 
or confrontational approach will just bring 
resistance) 

  Be aware of students’ sensitivity to peer 
opinion. Don’t be condescending! 





  Keep the workload relatively even (not 
piling on one day, very little next day)  



  Keep the workload relatively even (not 
piling on one day, very little next day)  

  Publish dates for tests and projects far 
ahead of time  



  Keep the workload relatively even (not 
piling on one day, very little next day)  

  Publish dates for tests and projects far 
ahead of time  

  Make it easier for students to stay 
current despite absences 
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 Supply clear policies and expectations 
  Give out detailed rubrics on exactly what 

a student will be graded on 
  "Fair" tests and other evaluations  
  Never lose sight of exactly what is it you seek 

to get out of a test 
  Never use a test format which in and of itself 

presents an obstacle for students because of 
its unfamiliarity  



  Help honest kids stay honest: 

  Beware of group projects/out-of-class 
projects/take-home tests (amount of work 
rarely evenly distributed, too tempting to 
cheat). Aside from those points, certain 
projects may reward students who have nice 
houses and expensive cameras—i.e. making 
movies. 



  Help honest kids stay honest: 

  Beware of group projects/out-of-class 
projects/take-home tests (amount of work 
rarely evenly distributed, too tempting to 
cheat). Aside from those points, certain 
projects may reward students who have nice 
houses and expensive cameras—i.e. making 
movies. 

  Make outcomes for research projects more 
about synthesis, analysis and interpretation; 
less about just reporting findings 





 Comments from 12th grade advising groups (students 
reported spending between 2 and 6 hours a night on 
homework): 

Homework supports learning… 
        "when it directly relates to class the next day" 
   "when it was explained a bit in class" 
   "when it is interesting, captivating and relevant" 
   "when you have to use concepts in a new way” 
         "when we get to be creative” 
        "I get more out of shorter assignments 
            because I'm not as frustrated" 



  Homework does not support learning 
when… 

 long, boring, dense, dull, dry, busywork, 
repetitive 

 feels irrelevant 
 massive reading assignments 
 unclear, have many questions so it takes too long 

 "teachers assign work just to assign 
work” 

 "when it's something we haven't learned 
about yet and I have no idea how to 
 approach it" 



Additional thoughts on homework 

 "Sometimes we focus too much on 
learning at home and waste time in class" 

 "Teachers should always be asking 
themselves, "Is this necessary?" 





  Self-tests  



  Self-tests 
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  Self-tests 
  Student-directed projects 
  Student-taught classes    
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  Let students grapple with complex moral 
and ethical dilemmas  

  Play into students' developing political 
awareness  

  Get kinetic!— dancing , drumming, 
acting, singing … 

  Get out into the community  
   Bring in people from the community  
   Involve the family 
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  Lay the groundwork for projects 
  Model (when possible) what you expect 

from students   
  Give prompt feedback  
  Supply students with any tools you can 

to assist in their learning (web links, 
additional practice, quizlets) 



  In light of what we’ve been talking about, 
in ways do (don’t) these projects relate to 
the steps to successful teaching? 



 OBJECTIVE: Create a portfolio of articles 
about and images of a South American 
President.  Write a personal evaluation of 
the performance of a president of a South 
American country based on extensive 
research 



  A page of statistics, general data about 
the country 

  Two pages where you answer a series of 
specific questions about your president 

  Ten sentences describing what the 
president’s supporters/detractors would 
say 

  Come up with three questions (whose 
answers are not apparent yet) 



  Do more research and attempt to find 
answers to those questions. 

  Newspaper articles: read and print at 
least two articles in English and three in 
Spanish. For one of the articles in Spanish, 
make a vocabulary list and summarize the 
article to the class.   

  Write a personal evaluation of the 
president’s performance (at least one 
page in length) Include specific examples 
of his/her policies and practices. 



  1) Title page with the title “Mi diccionario personal” and your name 
with decorative elements and colors 

  2) The list of your favorite words in English translated to Spanish 

  3) 10 words in each category 
 Words that make me happy 
 Words that make me sad 
 Words that remind me of my childhood 
 Words that disgust me 
 Words that amuse me 
 Words that anger me 

   4) Write a ten-line poem about a single word (could be a riddle, an 
evocation or a tale) — do not define the word. 



  5) word families of at least five words 
each (i.e. noche, nocturno, trasnochar, 
anochecer, pernoctar). They should not 
be synonyms(comer, alimentarse, 
ingerir). 

  6) 10 illustrated words where the 
shapes of the letters define the word   

  7) 5 made up words and their definitions 
(words that should exist) 



  Have a good sense of humor 

  Love what you do ALWAYS! 


